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B. B. S.s 
We have two BBSs available for 
A.C.U.G.Q. members:- 


SideCar Express BBS ... 3 lines 

(07) 3805-5928 . 3 lines on the one number 

(07) 5546-3252 . local call from GoldCoast 

SYSOP: Brendan Pratt 
Voice: Ph. (07) 5546-3317 

FidoNet Node No. 3: 640/463.0 

AmigaNet Node No 41:400/463.0 


WindDragon Inn BBS ... 2 lines 

(07) 3300 6357 and (07) 3300 5569 

SYSOP: Keith Antoine 
Voice: Ph. 3300-2161 

FidoNet Node No. 3: 640/562 

AmigaNet Node No 41:400/556 

These two BBSs are available at speeds of 

1200 - 28,800 baud. : 


Mailing Address: 
The Secretary 
A.C.U.G.Q. Inc. 
P.O. Box 274 
SPRINGWOOD QLD 4127 


Commercial Advertising Rate: 
$40.00 per full page, per issue 
$25.00 per half page, per issue 

This rate is for camera-ready A-5 pages. 


Opinions expressed in CURSOR articles 
are those of the Author(s), and not 
necessarily those of the A.C.U.G.Q. or the 
Editor. Permission for reprinting by other 
Users Groups is granted, provided that both 
the source and author are acknowledged. 
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MAIN MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday December 5th (7pm - 10pm) 
St. Laurence's College 
82 Stephens Road 
South Brisbane Qld. 


WORKSHOP MEETING 
The next workshop meeting will be held on 
Sunday December 10th (11am - 4pm) 
St. Laurence's College 
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I’ve had a month that I really could 
have done without. It started with 
my old mum having a stroke and 
eventually after a short illness 
passing on. In amongst that the 
Internet connection fell over in a 
major way and is still off-line. I 
started an upgrade with the 
hardware of all 3 computers and 4 
weeks later I am still at it, but only a 
CD-Rom to fix and today the linux 
box crashed in a major way. 


I am looking forwards to next 
month when hopefully I can get 
myself into a more normal routine 
that existed last Aug/Sept. 


I talked to Ross Delaforce in Europe 
last week and he was saying that the 
Amiga has made a big comeback in 
the trade shows on the Continent 
and most dealers at the shows had 
40 or so Amigas for sale from the 
HD-less 1200 to the 4000 Towers, 
with reasonable stock piles on show. 
I only hope that they do not treat us 
as they have done in the past, the 
bum end of the world, and we not 
see stocks for quite some time. I 
have heard disquietening stories that 
this is the case. 
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I would like to wish all of our 
readers a very Merry Xmas and a 
prosperous New Year and hope to 
see you at a meeting in the New year 
sometime. 


Keith Antoine 


The Cover Story 
—SIQT 
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The cover pict 
again comes from the CD-Rom 
"World of GIF" and is titled 
"Blastoff1". 


In colour, it is a spectacular picture 
of the launch of one of the Space 
Shuttles (Challenger??), and 
reminded me of the recent launch of 
the new A.T. Amigas which are due 
to be released in Australia by the 
time you read this newsletter. 


It was found that a better print wa 
produced through PageStream 3 by 
using the Halftone dither rather than 
the Floyd-Steinberg dither. 


Nike 
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Savings of approx 40 % 
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Hey everybody! Did you notice 
anything different about this 
magazine? Go on ... have another 
look! Still can't see it? 

Try looking at the disk on the front 
cover! 

Yes ... this is a try-out of our 
suggested new Club Name. All we 
have done is to remove the 
"Commodore" name which, I think 
you'll agree, is no longer applicable. 


We want to hear from you, our 
members, on what you think of the 
name change. So we have put a 
survey form in this magazine (on 
page 9) so that you can have your 
say. Please complete and return it to 
the Club or any of the Committee 
members by Ist January 1996. You 
can hand it in at either the Main 
Meeting or the Workshop Meeting 
or you could post it to us at P.O. 
Box 274 Springwood Qld. 4127. 


If you don't like the proposed name 
of "Amiga Computer Users Group 
Qld. Inc." (A.C.U.G.Q.), please 
suggest an alternative. 


It's nice to see things starting to 
move again with Amiga hardware. | 
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am writing this on Sunday 26th 
November and I hope that by the 
time you read it, The new Amigas 
will have been released by the 
distributor to Amiga dealers such as 
Synapse Computers, Parcom Pty Ltd 
and Image Domain. 


By the way, please support the 
advertisers of our magazine by 
purchasing all your Amiga needs 
from them. I personally have found 
them to be very knowledgable in 
their field and to provide as good or 
better prices as the big stores in 
other states. Remember, without 
your support they will not be able to 
survive and if that happens a 
valuable resource will be lost to 
Brisbane and all Amiga enthusiasts. 


The attendances at our last few 
Workshop meetings have been 
down. Remember the workshop is 
for all members to bring their Own 
equipment and discuss any problems 
(or show off any successes) with 
other club members. We also have a 
library of Public Domain software 
available for copying FREE and 
some Commercial Software 
available for borrowing. If yoy 
would like a change to the format of 
the Workshop, please let us know. 


Have a very happy Christmas and 
New Year. See you at the meetings! 


Mike 
Mike Williams - Editor 
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Please always refer to the latest 
CURSOR for information on the 
next meeting as the following plans 
are always subject to change. 


December 5th 1995 
AREX SCRIPTS and creating a de- 
installer program by Jason Martin. 


January 1996 
HOLIDAYS! No Main Meeting, 
Workshop or Cursor this month. 


February 5th 1996 


Demonstration by Jason Martin. 


March 5th 1996 

This meeting available for YOUR 
demonstration. Please contact any 
Committee member to discuss or to 
make a reservation. 
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B.B. 5. Neus 


Windrasen saa 


I said most of the things that had 
gone wrong with the BBS in the 
Presidents Patch area. It has been 
nothing but hard work this month 
and I hope to get more files online 
as soon as we can get back up on the 
Internet. 






The real growth area has sadly been 
in the IBM files and BBS where a 
new client/server will shortly be 
online with its far superior graphics 
capabilities. That's one more area 
where there has been a noticeable 
change in the lessening of traffic, by 
club members on WindDragon, 
where have they all gone?? 


It is also painfully obvious that club 
members no longer frequent the 
Sunday gathering, nil in October 
and 3 in November!! 


Until we are back up and the new 
BBS’s are running there is very 
little to report, but I hope that by the 
next issue this will change. 


Keith Antoine 
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I would like to submit my first 
(hopefully more) contribution to our 
club magazine. Firstly let me 
introduce myself: my name is Doug 
Sorensen and I have only joined 
your club this July. I have only had 
a computer for less than 2 years 
now, with no prior computer 
knowledge before this. I have a 
Amiga 600 with a 40mb hard drive, 
2mb chip ram, external floppy plus 
a 1084S monitor. 


When I first got my Amiga, I joined 
another local Amiga club to learn all 
about my machine. There was a 
position vacant as Librarian so I 
took on the job, but with a lot of 
internal problems within the 
committee, it was apparent that I 
was not going to learn much more 
there so I finished my term as 
Librarian and left. This year | 
believe they do not have a club 
magazine because there is no 
support from the members. I can 
only say I hope this does not happen 
with this club. 


A bit about this fine magazine. I got 
my first copy off Jason (Synapse) 
and I thought what a GREAT 
presentation and _ professional 
layout. Now that I have joined the 
club and found out how much time 
is put into producing our magazine I 
think every minute of it is well spent 
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and I think it is a shame more 
members cannot find a little time to 
submit a small article. The more 
there are the less each member needs 
to do. 


I liked the idea of having the P.D. 
listed in the magazine. As a novice 
new member I found this very 


useful. [Keep watching, members. We 
hope to start producing more PD disks 
and having PD lists in Cursor ... Ed. ] 


Another idea I had for our magazine 
was a puzzle or a joke page. I may 
doa page up over Christmas and see 
how it looks, if it works out alright it 
may become a regular feature. 


This article was possible because of 
the excellent presentation given by 
Mike Williams of PageStream on 
Tuesday November 7th 1995. I 
found this of interest as I would like 
to do a lot more with this program. 


I would like to put a s stion 
forward and that is: Would it be 
possible to Tun some tutorials at our 
Sunday meetings where we could 
bring our Computers along for 4 
more practical demonstration, The 
people who could not make it on 
Tuesday night could come on 
Sunday ( just a thought ). 

[What a good idea, Doug! Come 0 
members, any volunteers ?? ... Ed.] 


That is all I have for now and I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
wish ALL members and theif 


families a happy Christmas. 
Doug Sorensen 
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PROPOSAL 


IT IS PROPOSED THAT THE CLUB NAME BE CHANGED 
FROM: 
“Commodore-Amiga Computer Users Group Qld. Inc." 
TO: 
"Amiga Computer Users Group Qld. Inc." 


SURVEY 


Please tick in one of the boxes below and 
complete your name & signature. 


[] 1.1 agree with the proposal - change the name to 
"Amiga Computer Users Group Qld. Inc." 


[] 2.1 disagree with the proposal - leave it the same. 


[] 3.1 disagree with the proposed name but think a 
better name would be: 


ieee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Club Members Names’ .........cccccssecccsesecesececececccecccccecescene 


CONG) stepnenteenisamrtanamersetetasien 


Return this form (or a copy of it) to any Committee Member 
or post it to C.C.U.G.Q. P.O. Box 274 Springwood Qld. 
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AMIGA CD 32 CONSOLE 


* 32 BIT POWER 
* 16.8 MILLION COLOUR PALETTE 
* PLAYS MUSIC CD'S 


* JMB RAM 
* MANY TITLES 
* LATEST RELEASES 


SPECIAL 
CONCESSIONS TO 
CCUGQ MEMBERS 
ON PRODUCTION 

MEMBERSHIP CARD 


SPECIALISING IN AMIGA 
MODIFICATIONS & REPAIRS 


Computers - Disk Drives - Monitors 


* NOW AT THE ONE ADDRESS * 


TECHNICIANS 
Anthony Bamberry & Bradley Jesse 
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Hi, you may have seen me around. 
My name is Jasen Martin. These are 
only my opinions and I am very 
open to any discussion. I hope you 
enjoy my Style. :) 

(call that style??) 


Delnstaller? nahh, just a deleter!! 


I occasionally muck around with 
arexx. Basically arexx (just in case 
you don’t know) is a language 
ported from the PC’s (OS2 Warp) as 
a ‘MultiMedia Language’ that lets 
one program ‘talk’ to another (lets 
be a bit technical, via the ‘rexx port’ 
programmed into the package by the 
developers). 


This opens up so many possiblities 
for software integration. In My 
Honest Opinion, that is what the 
Amiga NEEDS to ADVERTISE and 
PROMOTE, because SoftWare is 
what it’s all about, especially in the 
future. 


Anyway...... 1 am writing this article 


Cursor-land that writing arexx 
scripts can be both fun and exciting 
(and very likely profitable). 


Once you have a bit of practical 
experience it will become relatively 
easy. Come to the next main meeting 
and we will start with the very 
basics, and we will build this 
program. This is the same way to 
learn as shown in the ARexx 
Cookbook by Merial Callaway. I 
highly recommend this book. (Add 
it to the library maybe?) 


(Hi, Linal can I have my book back, 
please?) 


But here is a script that you can type 
in and play with right now. (But be 
careful, because there is that delete 
command in there. Go on ... live life 
on the edge, type it in and hope. Just 
comment it out. Everything between 
the /* bla blas */. It will keep you 
thinking anyway... 


Let me set the scene: Your harddrive 
is full and you have no room left to 
Save the article that you were 
writing for the Cursor magazine! So 
you decide that 10meg application 
(package, program, what ever) that 
you installed the other day is just not 
your cup of herbal tea? So you go 
and delete the directories (and 
remove the ‘assigns’ from the 


to show you people out there in | s:User-Startup (of course)). 
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Great. But often the fun doesn’t stop 
there. You also need to find any 
libraries, devices or config files that 
were installed as well. These 
directories are all in the SYS: 
directory (It is an assign). 


Boy, these misc files can really chew 
up the space on your sys: partition. 
They add up, believe me I know! 


Pll explain what my script does (and 
what it doesn’t). 


See, it kinda cheats I suppose. But it 
does give a practical example and 
shows you some relatively basic 
arexx commands put together in an 
interesting way (??7). 


Plus you have a chance to delete 
some of those files you don’t need 
any more. I suppose, in thinking 
about it, putting a ‘delete’ command 
in there (for a first article/script) was 
not really the right thing, but, you 
get that! (Forward all complaints, 
suggestions to me and you can pay 
for the mobile charges :) Happy to 
talk about anything to anyone. 


When you install something with the 
install script, you can have an 
optional log file saved in the same 
directory as your package. The 
official filename is 
‘LOG INSTALL FILE’ and this 
contains a RECORD of your 
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installation. (Not a "big brother" 
record. More like your little sister 
repeating what you say). This text 
file contains the location of the files 
that were installed onto the hard 
drive. 


If you were prompted for any 
questions that needed answering, 
both the question and answer will be 
recorded for convenience. 


Have a look at the example log file 


somewhere in the Cursor. 
[Unfortunately, this article was only 
received a day before Cursor had to go 
to the printers and the arexx script was 
corrupted, so | couldn't include it in this 
article ... Ed.] 


This info is more handy than you 
might think at first. I believe this 
will be handy for the Amiga in the 
future. (Lets all think positive about 
the Amiga’s future in the grand 
scheme of things). 


Normally when people install 
software they don’t consider letting 
the installer write a log script. So if 
you don’t have a log script on your 
machine, install something now (ok 
later) that will let you have a look/ 
peek, but I’ve included the sample 
log script (if space permits). 


If you have a bit of a look inside the 
text file you will see where the files 
were copied to. But what we really 
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need to know is if there were any 
files copied onto your system 
partition. 


The script that I have written doesn’t 
do exactly what I originally wanted. 
Originally I wrote a script that 
searches through the log script and 
finds all references to “Copy file’. 
But this was not as straight forward 
as had hoped. The more I got into it 
the more complex and tedious it 
became. Too much for a first article, 
dear reader! 


So I decided on a compromise. 
(Yeah ok, I cheated). What I do is, 
look for the part in the log file where 
it ‘lays’ out the assigns to your user- 
startup (because it writes to s:user- 
startup AND to the log file, a copy). 
I use this to grab the path name 
which is straight after the ‘assign’. 
The script uses this to find out where 
the installation is on your machine. 


This is definitely not the best way to 
do the job, but it’s a good start for 
now. It has to come from the log file 
because looking in the ‘s:user- 
Startup’ there would be way too 
many and how would you know 
when you have the right one? 


This is the "cheating" I was talking 
about. Once we find the assign we 
look for the third ‘word’ on the line. 
This ‘word’ has to be the directory 
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where the installation is located. 
When we find the path (from the 
assign lines in the log file) we 
simply use the standard AmigaDOS 
DELETE command to delete 
everything in that path(s). If there 
are multiple assigns we find them 
too. The loop will loop a many times 
as it finds “assign xx: path/’ lines (in 
the log file). 


But the flaw with this method is that 
if there were any library, device or 
handler files then they won’t be 
found. That is one of the main 
reasons I want to write a deinstaller 
using the ‘INSTALL LOG FILE’ 
because you can search for the 
‘Copy file’ command that copies to 
the libs: and devs: directories. (ah, 
did I make that point again??) 


But this is still a good script (more 
propaganda) to type in and play 
with. It shows how to open a file, 
read in a line from a file, how to find 
a string and how to use DOS 
commands in an arexx script. 


Please come to the next CCUGQ 
main meeting where I will go into 
the script in depth. There I will 
explain line by line and answer any 
questions to the best of my abilities. 


Thank you for listening. 
Cya, JvM_ 
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This is a review of the brand new 
Zip-100 drive that has just been 
released in Australia. By the time 
you read this report, these drives 
would only have been available for 
less than a month. I purchased mine 
on Saturday 11th November, just 
two days after they were released in 
Australia. 





What is it? 

The Zip drive is a new concept in 
hard-drives. It is a fully functioning 
external hard drive with removeable 
disks. Each disk has 100mb of 
storage space. In this way, it 1s 
similar to the Syquest and Bernoulli 
drives but it has several major 
advantages over both of these 
competitors: 

1. The price of the drive unit itself 

2. The price of the disks 

3. The compact size and portability 
of both the drive and the disks 

4. The reliability and ruggedness of 
the disks. 


How Much? 

The main drive unit has a 
recommended retail price of just 
$399 which includes one 100mb 
disk. The disks have a recommended 
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retail price of only $35 each or three 
for $99. That price is about one- 


|| quarter of the Bernoulli drive price 
x and about half of the Syquest price. 


| How big is it? 


The drive is compact: only 13cm 
wide by 3.5cm high by 18cm deep 
and that's not much larger than a 
3.5" external floppy drive. 

The disks are only a few mm larger 
than a 3.5" disk and about twice as 
thick ... and to think that they hold 
100mb which is equivalent to about 
120 floppy disks. 

The drive comes with 6 rubber feet 
so that it can be placed flat or stood 
up sideways if your space is really 
restricted. 


Will it connect to my Amiga? 
The zip drive is external with it's 
own power supply, so it can be useq 
by any Amiga (or PC or Mac) which 
has a SCSI interface. Mine is 
connected to my A1200 through the 
SCSI port of my GVP 1230 Series IT 
accellerator board, but it could also 
go in any A1200 or A600 through 
the PCMCIA port with a SCSI 
interface or on any 2000, 3000 or 
4000 machines. If you've got a 500 
or 1000 machine, you'll have 
problems unless you can expand it 
and get a SCSI interface. 


How reliable is it? 
Seeing I am writing this article only 
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one week after purchasing it, it is a 
bit hard to comment on long term 


reliability (or even short term).One 


problem with the Syquest drive was 
reports of crashes with its cartridges 
unless they were treated like eggs. 
Even a car trip on the back seat 
could render a Syquest cartridge 
unusable and if you accidentally 
dropped one, don't even try it, just 
put it in the bin. At $120 each, that 
could work out very expensive, or if 
you are using them in a business, 
losing your data could be much 
more expensive. 

Before I bought my Zip, I had read 
that this drive was supposed to be 
quite rugged, so I thought I would 
test it's ability to handle shocks. 
While loading a very long program, 
I grabbed the drive and shook it like 
I was mixing a cocktail and ... NO 
PROBLEMS, it kept on loading and 
never missed a beat. 


I had also read where the disk could 
be dropped without problems, so, 
holding my breath and praying that 
the reports were accurate, I tossed 
one of the disks two metres onto a 
wooden bench where it slid and hit 
the wall. Testing of the disk showed 
no errors or problems with its use, 
but just to be sure I did a low-level 
format and a "bad block remap". 
This involves repeated writes and 
reads to every block on the disk (all 
6500 odd) and takes about an hour 
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and a half. This revealed NO bad 
blocks. The disks appear similar to 
floppy disks with no head 
mechanism in the disk itself, so it 
would be fairly hard to damage 
them. However, I would not 
recommend doing what I did, just in 
case something DID go wrong. 
Anyway, now that I have taken the 
risk for you, you won't have to! 


How easy is it to use? 

It is as easy as a floppy drive to use, 
and once set up, can be treated 
almost the same way as a floppy. 
The drive only has one control, an 
eject button. The rear of the unit 
shows two connections for SCSI out 
and pass-through so you can daisy- 
chain other SCSI devices, a switch 
to change the SCSI ID from 5 to 6 
and another switch to terminate the 
unit if its the last in the chain. The 
side has a socket for the power 
cable, and that's about it. 


How do you set it up? 

This should have been easy ... but it 
wasn't. 

Basically all you need to do is: 

I. Set the SCSI ID to 5. If you have 
another SCSI device with an ID of 5 
then set the Zip drive to 6. 

2. Plug in the power supply and 
SCSI cable (both supplied). 

3. Using HDToolBox, low-level 
format each 100mb disk. 

4. Exit HDToolBox and format each 
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disk as if it was a floppy. 

That would work fine if I had a 
standard built-in SCSI interface, but 
I don't. I have a GVP SCSI interface 
and, carefully following the one 
page Amiga instruction sheet which 
came with the drive, I almost 
formatted my internal hard drive 
before I realised that HDToolBox 
didn't recognise my GVP SCSI 
board, but thought my 540mb IDE 
hard drive was a SCSI device. 
Problem 1 was that I had to find the 
original software which came with 
the GVP SCSI interface which does 
the same thing as HDToolBox. 
Having found the disk and loading it 
brought Problem 2: the software 
wouldn't let me low level format. 

Ah well, if all else fails "Read The 
Instructions", and doing this 
revealed. the sneaky control which 
enabled the format command. 


From here on it seemed pretty 
simple and my five disks were soon 
low level formatted and then Amiga 
formatted. It was now time to try it 
and see how it goes. __ 

As I bought the Zip drive mainly for 
backing up my internal hard drive, I 
tried copying my "WorkBench" 
partition to the Zip drive using a 
Directory Utility program and, joy- 
of-joys, it all went smoothly. 

Now, to back up my "Work" 
partition, I'll need a new disk, so I 
ejected the first disk and inserted the 
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second one ... but, what's this ... you 
guessed it, Problem 3: it would not 
recognise the new disk but still 
thought the first disk was in the 
drive and would only show the 
"WorkBench" files I just copied 
(unless I rebooted with the new disk 
in the Zip drive). 

After extensive reading of the docs 
on the GVP board, I finally found a 
command "GVPScsiCtrl Poll=ON", 
used through the CLI, which would 
force the computer to check the 
SCSI device for any changes in 
disks. 

I tried it and Voila! the Zip drive 
now worked perfectly, deleting the 
disk icon from the screen when the 
disk was ejected, and bringing up a 
new disk icon, after a couple of 
seconds, when another was inserted 
and showing the correct contents of 
each disk. 

The last problem was that this 
command had to be issued after 
every boot or reboot, but that was 
easily fixed by putting the command 
in the start-up sequence. 


Are there any limitations? 
Recommendations given in the Zip 
instructions are: | 
1. Keep the Zip disk as one partition. 
2. All disks are to be given the same 
volume name. 


I haven't tried using two or more 
partitions, so I don't know what 
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problems, if any, this may cause. 
Since I started using the POLL=ON 
command, I have renamed my 5 
disks with different names with NO 
PROBLEMS. | 


How fast is it? 

I have tested the speed of the Zip 
drive by timing large reads and 
writes and comparing them to my 
internal hard drive. The Zip drive, 
while not as fast as the internal hard 
drive, acquitted itself very well. It 
was only about 35-40% slower than 
the hard drive. 


Any bad points? 
Probably the only point I can think 
of if the lack of an on/off switch. 
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Ken Burry 


The documentation (for Amigas) is 
a little skimpy. Clearer instructions 
to check for other than Amiga SCSI 
devices would be better, and to 
ensure that polling of the SCSI 
device is done so that disk changes 
can be detected. 


Recommendations? 

If you can't guess what I'm going to 
Say now, you better re-read this 
article. 

My recommendation is to grab your 
wallet (or purse) and buy a Zip drive 
now. The Zip drive is the best value 
piece of Amiga hardware since the 
Amiga 1200 itself. 


Wil Walla 
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SYNAPSE COMPUTERS ‘the amiga Specialist’ 


190 Riding Road 
Hawthorne Qld 4171 


December News: 


~—_-— 


P.O. Box 41 
Bulimba Qld 4171 


NEW AMI/GA’s are scheduled to be availabie 


(e(e@ this month - Please call for the latest news!!! 


Hard Drives 


O 
Seagate 1.3Gb IDE 3.5" $429 
Seagate 40Mb IDE 2.5" $50 


For the best prices & advice 
on New or Used Hard Drives 
for ANY Amiga, Call Now!!! 


(We'll attempt to beat any quote! 
Trade-ins welcome... Just Ask!!) 


lomega ZIP Disks/Blanks 


ZIP Disk 100Mb x 1 $35 
ZIP Disk 100Mb x 3 $99 
ZIP Disk 100Mbx10 $299 


Had a better quote? We'll beat it! — 


MegaMedia 3.5" DSDD $7 
Blue Ribbon3.5"DSHD $7 


2nd Hand 3.5" Blank Disks 50c 
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GAMES: Amiga (* - AGA) 


*GLOOM $65 
*FEARS $65 
“Lords of the Realm $65 
*Pinball Illusions $65 
*BloodNet $65 
*The Lion King (Disney) $65 
Shadow Fighter $65 
Super Street Fighter II $75 
Super SkidMarks $50 
Cannon Fodder 2 $65 
DUNE Il | $45 


2nd hand orig. Games $5 - $25 


Come and browse through over 
150 different games IN STOCK! 


After a specific title? Just Ask! 


GVP PhonePak 
Voice Mail, Fax + Much More... 
One Only at this price: $489 
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Amiga 1200 Products 


WANTED - Can you help? 





MBX-1200 RAM Card /0k $99 
DKB Cobra 28Mhz $239 
DKB Cobra 40Mhz $339 
DKB Mongoose 50Mhz $639 
RAM SIMM 8Mb 72-Pin $399 


In good working condition, we'll 
pay CASH for the following: 









Amiga 1200’s, 3000’s, 4000’s — 
Amiga CD-32 Systems 
SX-1 CD-32 Expansions 
1940/1942 MultiSync Monitors 
External 3.5" Floppy Drives 
RAM Chips: DRAMs, SIMMs... 







Other Bits & Pieces 





SX-1 CD-32 Expansion $395 
A2000 RAM Card 2/8Mb $299 
Tabby Graphics Tablet $149 
External Drive 3.5" Used $70 
Disk Expander Software $49 
Amiga Mice $30 - $70 
Amiga Joysticks $25 - $49 
Mouse/Joystick Switch $35 
A1200 2.5"-3.5" IDE HD Kit $35 
ParNET Cable/Software $25 
NULL-Modem Cable $20 
Parallel Printer Cable $10 
Serial Cable RS232 $10 


Graphic/Sound Hardware 


SCALA MM400 $399 
VIDI Amiga 24 RT Pro $495 
VIDI Amiga 24 RT $345 © 
VIDI Amiga 12 $150 
BRILLIANCE V2.0 Used $70 


MIDI Interface/PassThru $65 
Sound Enhancer $55 
(Ask for a demonstration!) 








Gall for enquiries/orders Ph: (07) 3899-0980 
After-Hours... Mobile: (018) 98-1679 





TRADING HOURS: 


Mon - Fri 9am - 11am & 12pm - 6pm CASH, C.O.D., I5 
Saturday 9am - 11am & 12pm - 5pm Crodit Cards AS 
Other times available by appointment! 








lf for any reason your not happy with our service or prices, help us to help you - Tell Us! 
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Subject: 
Cologne, Germany - a review 
Date: Mon, 13 Nov 1995 


I went on Friday, the first of three 
days to avoid the crowd and get 
there while there is still any 
hardware left :) 


Here are my impressions: 

Amiga Technologies was present 
with Dr. Peter Kittel, Petro 
Tyschtschenko, Gilles Bourdin and 
others. They showcased the A1200, 
the AT1438S monitor and the 
A4000T. 


The atmosphere was good, although 
the presentation was not quite 
complete: Most machines were old 
stock with stickers bearing the AT 
logo hurriedly stuck on or just laid 
on equipment, a _ haphazard 
collection of monitors and fonts/ 
screenmodes on the Workbenches. 
Most not even running background 
pictures or some kind of 
enhancement like MagicWB or 
Newlcons, also in very little colour. 
Unsharp and dreary 4 colour WB’s 
is not the way to show it off. If they 
had some tinkerer (like me) who 
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| | 4| would have played with the show 
.4@s | machines for a day or so they could 
2 | have made them look great. 


Ak i They showed the I-glasses with the 
| || A1200 and a simple 3D view, this 


was somewhat disappointing too, 
but I guess you would need some 
programs that take advantage 
directly of the hardware or movies 
specially made for them. Again it 
seemed like a hurried job, showing 
how busy they are with other things. 


I talked to Dr. Peter Kittel, mainly 
about the AT1438S monitor and 
some other tidbits, nothing shocking 
that we already didn’t know came 
out though. He stated that the 
genlock problem will be solved (top 
line flickering) and that later bigger 
monitors (e.g. 17") will be available 
under AT tutelage. He agreed with 
me that a horizontal width 
adjustment would be welcome and 
maybe Microvitec will implement it 
for AT in time. 


I didn’t really invest the time though 
to quiz him or other AT 
representatives thoroughly enough 
since I was hunting some hardware 
and other interests of my own. 


I ran into Ruud Dingemans and 
Michel van der Ven, editors of the 
Dutch Amiga Magazine, they did 
some deeper probing, maybe they’ll 
post it. (Plug, plug) Buy Amiga 
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Magazine and read about it in the 
next issue, you may find some 
articles of yours truly too :) 


All in all the atmosphere was 
relaxed and friendly. Yes, optimistic 
is the word. My faith in AT has been 
strengthened somewhat by their 
presence, although the booth was 
not the perfect example of 
marketing. In some way similar to 
the first showcasing days of the 
‘dancing fools’ I guess :) | 


Apple was present too, surprisingly 
enough, with a flashy booth and 
some high tech stuff like a three 
monitor, stereo speaker flight 
simulator controlled by some hip 
looking analogue ‘flight equipment’. 
I liked their monitors well enough. 
Flash, but little content though, there 
was a far more vibrant ‘buzz’ on the 
AT grounds. 


I also ran into Fred Fish, briefly 
_ expressing my gratitude for the great 
work he has done in the past. 


Next to the AT booth was Phase 5's 
Stand, featuring the much talked 
about PowerUp card. Among some 
socketed developmental chips there 
was a PPC604FE66 chip and an 
MC68030 on a CPU daughterboard 
type card. The design looked clean 
though and it surprised me that 
Phase 5 has done this already. It 
looked indeed like a real card 
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instead of a mock-up. Upon 
quizzing the representatives it 
seemed like it was very new to them 
too, the lady (I suspect little 
technical background) told me that it 
was basically a very early prototype, 
not running anything like AmigaOS 
yet. She gave me a professional 
looking brochure and told me that 
she just got it too. 


Some of the highlights from the four 
page brochure: - two types: 

- low-end: MPC603e 100+ MHz, 
availability towards mid 1996. 

- high-end: MPC620 up to 300+ 
MHz (drool), though this is as yet 
vapourware. 

- 64 bit wide memory expansion bus 
- 64 bit wide Local Bus system (with 
optional PCI bridge) 

- Prices around 1000DM up to 2000 
DM 

- A1200, A3000, A4000 versions 
and maybe others later (A2000? 
A500? ) 

- CyberGraphX 3.0 Native 


And the most interesting feature: 

- porting of AmigaOS (native exec 
and 68k emulator on top of that), 
compatible with KS3.0+ 

- at first 68k emulation of the rest of 
the OS, later gradual porting to 
native code with the help of new 
libraries 


It elaborates on the native 
CyberGraphX 3.0 software: it will 
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speed up graphics enormously on 
graphics cards, but with AGA only 
too. Say ‘chunky to planar’ 3 times 
in a row, fast :) I know where my 
money is going next year. 


The CyberGraphX software will 
also include interfaces for 3D (say I- 
glasses) and multimedia applications 
of the next generation. (VR 
Netsurfing, hello William Gibson :) 
‘We’re not alone’ 


The PowerUp project is, according 
to the brochure, supported by 
Almathera, Maxon Computer, 
ProDad and Softwood amongst 
Others. Many _ productivity 
applications will be ported by the 
time the PowerUp board is shipping. 


Evaluation Boards will be available 
to developers in the first quarter of 
1996, development tools are in the 
works. Thorough support and 
coordination planned, of strategic 
applications even in conjunction 
with Motorola. I would wager that to 
be VR and related features that 
maybe require some custom 
hardware enhancements. Very good 
news indeed. 


On the bottom of page three there is 
an informational coupon; one of the 
items you can tick off is “UpGrade’ 
programs for CyberStorm card 
owners. Interesting. 
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Also, software developers, be it 
commercial or PD/shareware are 
asked to fill in the form. This is a 
very good move too, something the 
old Commodore never quite 
understood. 


The UpGrade program consists of 
downpricing the PPC board for 68k 
based accelerator card users who 
purchased after 01-Sep-95. For 
68060 accelerator card users a 
replacement upgrade will be offered. 


For further information contact: 
Phase 5 digital products 

Tel. : +49-6171-583787 

In der Au 27 Tech. 

Hotline: +49-6171-583788 

D-61440 Oberursel Fax : +49-6171- 
583789 Germany 


Their motto is ‘Where do you want 
to be tomorrow’ :) 


And now for something completely 
different: MUI 3.0 is out and was on 
sale for 40 DM. I haven’t had the 
time to take a look at it yet, but have 
an autographed copy :) Personally, I 
am not impressed by the MUI 
2.3/AMosaic beta-beta-pl-something 
combo, so I asked one of the beta 
testers for [Browse, who was present 
too, how long it will take until we 
see it. He replied with: “One month.. 
two months.. I don’t know”. Hmm... 


My list of acquisitions was topped 
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by the VoB EIDE/ATAPI CD-ROM 
4 way adapter and quadspeed CD- 
ROM player annex CD32 emulator 
software/hardware combo package, 
heh :). 339 DM later I can confirm 
that their ‘Speedup’ software works 
like a charm and even the CD32 disc 
of Impossible Mission 2025 that I 
bought runs perfectly. Unlike the 
name suggests I haven’t seen any 
speedup though: my system, being 
an Amiga, still runs just as smoothly 


) 


Next item of interest was what I 
came for really: The CyberVision 
card. Priced as low as 625 DM for 
the 2 MB version, I almost couldn’t 
resist taking my wallet out again, 
was it not for a shocking telephone 
bill just received the day before :( 
After quizzing one of the 
programmers of CyberGraphX 
about the planned MK II version it 
became clear that I really need one :) 


The MK II will feature a faster 
memory structure by what I think I 
heard to be new VRAMs. Also the 
blitter will be upgraded, nine 
hundred something is the version, 
though this again was not quite 
clear. 


Further cross examination revealed 
(in spite of tight lipped ‘no 
comment’) that AT is working with 
Phase 5 to include CyberGraphx 
into the next coming release of 


AmigaOS, though this could be 
gleaned from their PowerUp 
brochure already. Seems like Phase 
5 is the hardware partner, not Be Inc. 


On the way out I picked up a poster 
with the red-square-jumps-out-of- 
grey-mass-of-balls theme, proudly 
stating ‘Amiga, back for the future’. 
There is only so much room left on 
the walls of my room, I hope AT is 
going to bring only one more poster 
saying ‘Bill Gates? Who’s that?’ 
which will stay valid until the 
plaster drops off. 


There were not as many visitors as 
last year, though this is mainly 
attributable to the fact that last year I 
went on Sunday and this year on a 
working day. The general feeling 
was a Sharp contrast to last year’s 
too: the buzz is back! Instead of last 
year’s apprehensive and even 
somewhat threatened, aggressive 
feeling this year was a light hearted 
affair, smiling and energetic faces 
every where. 


Amiga Technologies did well to 
attend the show, in spite of the rough 
edged presentation that a 
perfectionist like me would like to 
see done better. Though maybe 
adding that feeling of “David is back 


with a vengeance, watch it 
Goliath!’. 
Thomas Tavoly 
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This report was taken from our bulletin 
board and is a posting by the authors of 
Ami-FileSafe. If it lives up to these 
promises this looks to be a great and 
exciting new product. 


Upgrade your Amiga’s performance 
and reliability with new system 
software - replace FFS with a faster, 
high data-integrity filesystem. With 
Ami-FileSafe (AFS), your directory 
listings will be smoothly displayed, 
and software accessing the disk will 
run faster. More importantly, AFS 
ensures your data is safe from 
invalidation caused by machine 
crashes and accidental reboots. AFS 
is always validated -- you will never 
have to put up with invalid disks 
again. The consumer version is 
limited to one 650mb (or smaller) 
HD. The professional version, 
perfect for video and audio and other 
intensive use, includes support for 
HDs to 9gigs and multi-user 
security. 


Independent tests reported by 
CU/Amiga magazine show AFS 
using 7-11% less disk space, with 
write times up to six times faster, 
and read times up to twice as fast as 
the best previous file systems. 
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CU/Amiga tested AFS reliability by 
resetting, powering down and 
removing SCSI cables while writing 
to the drives. "Not once through all 
these heinous eye watering tests 
could we corrupt the AFS 
partitions!" 


US list prices are: Consumer $40, 
Professional $99.95. 


Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
Ami-FileSafe (AFS) has generated 
enormous interest. The purpose of 
this FAQ is to answer the questions 
we’ve heard many times, and to 
provide you with more information 
about AFS. This FAQ was prepared 
by Dale L. Larson, el Presidente of 
Intangible Assets Manufacturing 
(http://www.iam.com). It is accurate 
to the best of his knowledge at this 
time, but AFS is a new product to 
IAM, and it is a sophisticated piece 
of software. This is the first 
preliminary edition of the FAQ, so it 
is subject to change, we disclaim 
responsibility for any errors and lies, 
etc. 


Q: When/Where can I get AFS? 


A: AFS is published and supported 
by Fourth Level Development. 
Intangible Assets Manufacturing 
(IAM) is the exclusive distributor 
for North America (While FLD is 
the exclusive distributor for IAM 
products in Europe). IAM makes 
AFS available through Amiga 
distributors and dealers (both local 
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and mail-order), as well as direct 
(i.e., mail order). IAM received its 
first major shipment of product 
earlier this week, and shipments 
were sent to many dealers 
immediately. So if your dealer 
doesn’t stock it, ask her to! 


Product description, etc., is 
available from: 


Intangible Assets Manufacturing 
http://www.iam.com 
ftp:ftp.iam.com/biz/iam/iam.lha 
(AmigaGuide catalog) 
info@iam.com 


828 Ormond Avenue 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026-2604 
USA 


tel: +1 610 853 4406 (orders only) 
fax: +1 610 853 3733 


Q: What is the current version of 
AFS? 


ASD: 
Q: How muchis AFS? 


A: There are two versions. AFS 
Consumer (also called AFS User) is 
US$40; AFS Pro is US$99.95. 


Q: What are the limitations of the 
Consumer version? 


A: The Consumer version can only 
be installed to a single partition and 
that partition must be on a drive 
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which is less than 650mb capacity 
(not a partition of 650mb, a drive 
size of 650mb). You cannot install 
Consumer onto a 10mb partition of a 
700mb disk . You may have other 
drives and other partitions in your 
system. The Consumer version also 
contains no multi-user support. 


Q: Why are those limitations in 
Consumer? 


A: This is basically a marketing 
decision, but one which is forced on 
us. AFS is a highly technical 
product which requires a great deal 
of development resources. We 
cannot support those resources with 
sales of User alone. So we selected 
limitations on User that would allow 
those who truly cannot afford Pro 
(and who do not need multi-user 
support, which was also expensive 
to develop) to get use of AFS User, 
but require those with more 
sophisticated systems to buy Pro, 
paying a fair price for the software. 
Note that the benefits of AFS go up 
with the size of your harddrive -- a 
lgig drive takes much longer to 
validate than a 200meg drive! 


Q: What ts the policy to upgrade 
from the User/Consumer version to 
the Pro version? 


A: In the US, the cost of the upgrade 
is the cost of the difference in price 
plus $10 ($70). You must send in 
your original disk with payment, 
then you will be mailed a new Pro 
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disk. This process should take about 
7-10 days, but is unavoidable due to 
serial numbers, etc. 


Q: Where can I read an independent 
review of AFS? 


A: Dave and Dale both say AFS is 
cool, so what more do you want to 
know? For you doubters, the 
September 1995 CU/Amiga did a 
two-page review, Amiga Computing 
has a review in their October 1995 
issue, and other reviews are being 
written. Since AFS is evolving fast 
and magazine reviewers often look 
at a product more than four months 
before an issue gets to subscribers, 
most of the limitations found by 
reviewers have already been 
addressed. 


Q: When will DiskSalv3 understand 
AFS? 


A: Dave is working hard on this 
Support, and has been doing so 
throughout the summer. We expect 
to be shipping something by January 
of 1996. (Please note that earlier 
dates which have been publicly 
announced did not come from Dave 
or IAM -- this is IAM’s first public 
statement on the subject.) 


Q: What is the policy to upgrade 
DiskSalv3 to A FS-supporting? 


A: IAM’s commitment to the Amiga 
is Clear -- DiskSalv3 has been 
upgraded through four freely 
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redistributable patches during the 
last year (the current version being 
12.19). The upgrade to support AFS 
will probably not be a freely 
redistributable patch. However, it is 
our intent to ensure that loyal 
customers of DS3 are well-treated, 
and that you will get a better a deal 
if you buy DS3 now and upgrade 
later than if you put off your DS3 
purchase. 


Q: What about ReOrg? 


A: Yeah, we will take care of that 
one specifically, and a few other 
tools, too. We aren’t ready to 
announce the details yet, so please 
don’t ask, but we plan to make an 
announcement in the next month or 
two. 


QO: What’s this about AFS Floppy? 


A: There is a floppy-only version of 
AFS. It is unlikely to be released as 
a stand-alone commercial product, 
but you may get it bundled with 
other products. For those of you 
with floppy-only systems, or those 
who want to try AFS on floppies, 
this is an excel lent bargain. 
MegaBall4, the new game from 
IAM, will include AFS Floppy as a 
free bonus disk! 


Q: Is there a demo? 


A: Yes, there is a demo version of 
AFS which can be installed to a very 
small partition to give you a sense 
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for whether you want to buy the 
commercial product. The demo isn’t 
always available in the same 
revision as the currently shipping 
AFS (right now it’s demo 2.1, 
production 2.2), since obviously it is 
the lowest priority of the four 
versions. An older version demo 
was on a recent cover disk. IAM has 
no more information on where to get 
a demo at this time, but we’ll put 
one on our FTP server when we get 
one. 


Q: Will AFS work with removable 
media like Zip and Sy Quest drives? 


A: Yes. The Consumer version will 
work, too, as long as those drives are 
the only one AFS is on and the 
drives have less than 650mb 
capacity (which is the case for all 
Current models). Fourth Level 
Development has special removable 
media support tools which they 
bundle with drives. These packages 
are not yet available in the States, 
but we are aware of the demand. 
Without that software, you have to 
do the same thing you would with 
FFS on removable media -- 
HDToolbox, etc. 


Q: How reliable is AFS? 


A: It’s pretty darn reliable. Read the 
magazine reviews. September’s 
CU/Amiga said "AFS doesn’t 
invalidate disks. During the course 
of our tests we reset whilst writing 
files, powered down when the 
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buffers were being flushed and 
pulled the SCSI cable out of the 
drives. This is just asking for 
trouble, but not once through all 
these heinous eye watering test 
could we corrupt the AFS 
partitions!" 


That should be good enough for 
most people, but here is a little more 
detailed and technical information... 


FLD says "AFS has been written to 
take advantage of the atomic theory 
of filesystem construction. This 
means that no data pointers are 
changed unless the validity of the 
data at which it is to be pointed has 
been checked as far as is practically 
possible. AFS has been written to 
take advantage of the basic physical 
features of all hard drives. In 
particular, the amount of time which 
is taken for capacitance levels to 
drop in the event of a power outage 
to the extent that data can be 
corrupted. 


Both the MaxTransfer and the DMA 
mask need to be properly set to 
ensure that the maximum integrity is 
obtained from the system. The AFS 
documentation includes detailed 
information on how to set them. For 
systems that follow these guides, 
FLD is aware of no instances of data 
loss with AFS since pre-release 
version 14.7. The system has been 
exhaustively tested by independent 
evaluators, none of whom have 
experienced data loss. Any bug 
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reports made to FLD are carefully 
tracked and treated. 


In the event of memory corruption, 
the only known result has been the 
loss of data within individual files or 
directories which have been caused 
in consequence of programs 
corrupting memory. 


In the event of an attempt to corrupt 
the filesystem cache, AFS converts 
the filesystem to read-only, 
protecting your precious data. 


With pre-release/beta version 14.3, 
there existed known and 
documented limitations with the use 
of some software. Those limitations 
were fixed before the release of 
AFS, but unfortunately, someone 
who had been sent the beta version 
used some of the software on the list 
not to use, ran into problems, and 
posted that they had caused 
corruption on an AFS drive." 


As someone who gets a lot of calls 
from OFS/FFS users desperate for 
DiskSalv3, I KNOW what kind of 
data loss you can get from the 
standard OS filesystems. And how 
crippling invalidation can be. 


I can also say that nothing is 
completely safe, which is why 
everyone should make regular 
backups, regardless of the 


filesystem that they use. 
2s 2k fs 24 2k oe 24s 2s 2s 24s 24 2s fe ofc fs of 2fe 2s 2fs as 2s 24s fs 2s 2s 2s 246 OF 2s 
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P 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Bensheim 07/11/95 


During his key note address held in 
Los Angeles at the Video Toaster 
Expo, Petro Tyschtschenko, CEO 
and President of Amiga 
Technologies officially announced 
the Power PC to be the processor 
used in the future generation of 
Amiga computers. 


The first POWER AMIGA will be 
available 1st quarter 1997 and will 
feature the Power PC 604 RISC 
CPU. Further models will be 
available later in the entry-level, as 
well as in the mid-range. 


The Power Amigas will be 
backwards compatible with current 
models and will also feature a new 
and more powerful chipset. 


"Our preemptive multitasking 
Operating System AmigaOS will be 
ported to the Power PC platform 
first. Our goal is to make our OS 
hardware independent to allow 
further ports on other platforms", 
said Petro Tyschtschenko. 


He also added: "We have a clear 
business plan: We do things 
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For Sale 
A500 with 1.3/2.04 switch, A590 CD Rom drive, A520 TV 
Modulator and Parnet cable & Software - $500-oo. 

Commodore 1082 Colour Monitor - $100-00. 

A600HD 40 Meg with 1200 baud Modem and Star 4-Colour Printer 
with Ribbons (+ software) - $600-o0. 

C64 with 1541, fast load card, Geos, Geo Publish 4 & 1526 or 802 
printer (+ software ) - $300-o0. 

PGA Tour Golf (original) - $20-00. 

Gloom (original AGA Doom clone) - $35-oo0. 
Grand Prix (original) - $30-o0. 

PinBall Illusions (original AGA only) - $35-o00. 

Birds of Prey (original flight sim) - $45-o0. 

Vista Pro 3.0 (original/current) - $60-oo0. 

‘Devpac Version 3.14 (original/current) - $60-o0. 

PC Task Version 3.0 (original/current) - $60-oo. 

DAVID O’DOWD - Ph. 3366 7318 


For Sale 


VXL-30 Accellerator for A500/2000 - Comes with 68030 processor 
ANA 68881 Co-processOr ..cccccresrseseseeeeeee 200.00 





Rom switcher for 4500/2000 - Switch between WB1.3 and WB2.x by 
WAL DOOM ....ccccccccscecssseseceeseeePOO-O0 
Glen DeWitt Ph. 019-629-265 
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consequently, step by step. First, we 
ramped up the production and set up 
an organisation to handle the Amiga 
market and satisfy the demand. Now 
that we have achieved this 
successfully, we focus on research 
& development to bring new and 
better products on the market. 


One of the mistakes the former 
Commodore made, was to do too 
many things at a time, too many 
promises and therefore losing focus 
on important aspects of its business. 
We have learned from these 
mistakes and won’t repeat them. 
Commitments and promises are nice 
but facts are better." 


The developments will also focus on 
including more features in the 
AmigaOS, especially regarding 
network abilities and memory 
management. 


The development of the native RISC 
AmigaOS will be made internally at 
Amiga Technologies. An R&D 
department 1s currently being set up 
in Bensheim with sufficient 
engineers to meet the announced 
schedules. Former well known 
Commodore engineers as well as 
new competencies will join the team 
in Bensheim this year. 


This development project will also 
be involving a dozen companies in 
close partnership with Amiga 
Technologies GmbH. 
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More good news for all Amiga 
users: The Power PC technology 
will not only be available for new 
Power Amigas. Thanks to a close 
co-operation between Amiga 
Technologies and Phase V, a 
German turbo board manufacturer, a 
full range of Power PC boards will 
also be available for the A1200, 
A3000 and A4000 series. 


This will allow a general migration 
of the Amiga platform towards 
Power PC in a short time, also for 
current models. First Power PC 
boards for current Amigas will be 
available before end of 1996. 


Amiga Technologies will be flexible 
in licensing the RISC Operating 
System as before so that a global 
solution will be available for all 
above mentioned Amiga computers. 
This is especially important for the 
foreseeable partnerships. 


The 68060 board for the Amiga 
4000 T will be available during the 
first quarter of 1996 and will 
provide the power needed by 
applications like 3D rendering 
software, compilers and high-end 
graphics software. 


During 1996, new 68K based entry- 
level models will be available. 
These Amigas will be based on the 
A1200 platform, with faster 
processors, more memory expansion 
capacity and CD ROM expansion. 
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Video Toaster Expo Conference 
I am very glad to be here in Los 
Angeles at our first conference and 


Video-Toaster Show in the United 
States. 


But let me introduce myself, my 
name is Petro Tyschtschenko, I’m 
President at Amiga Technologies. I 
used to work 12 years at 
Commodore and I was responsible 
for the world-wide logistics. 


Amiga Technologies GmbH is a 
100% subsidiary of ESCOM AG. 
ESCOM AG is a public company. 
25% of the shares belong to Quelle, 
the first retail chain in Germany, 
12.5% to RWE, one of the biggest 
German cable and wire providers, 
10% to Siemens-Nixdorf and 38.5% 
to Manfred Schmitt, founder and 
chairman of the board. 14% are split 
among other shareholders. 


In August 1994, almost one year 
before the 21st of April, when 
ESCOM AG took over the rights of 
Commodore, Manfred Schmitt, 
Chairman at ESCOM AG, told me 
"Petro, I want the Amiga". From 
this day on, I was in charge of 
setting up the deal that the Amiga 
Community was waiting for: Taking 
over the rights and patents of 
Commodore International and give 
the Amiga a new home. 
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It was a very difficult task, the 
situation with Commodore was 
complicated and many companies 
were also interested in getting the 
baby. But our strategy to keep silent 
about what we did helped us to be 
faster and more efficient. Nobody 
knew about ESCOM before the deal 
was completed. 


The next goal was to build up the 
company. This was announced 
officially during our press launch in 
Frankfurt, 30th of May, 1995. 
Amiga Technologies is now located 
in Bensheim, 60 km southwards of 
Frankfurt and a few miles away 
from Heppenheim where ESCOM 
has its headquarters. We currently 
employ about 40 people and are 
srowing on a daily basis. 


During our last press conferences, 
we made lots of promises and 
commitments. Today, I will rather 
show you something more concrete: 
Here is an Amiga 1200 and here is 
the first Amiga 4000 Tower. 


These two products you can see here 
today represent the tremendous 
work done by our team in Germany, 
together with our strategic partners 
in only three months. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, we have sold 
our first 20,000 Amigas 1200 in 
Europe. These were not only sold to 
our distributors and dealers, all of 
them went over the shelves to the 
end-users. Our Backlog is still 
60,000. 
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The demand is more than satisfying. 
We are happy to see that the Amiga 
didn’t lose its appeal towards the 
customer. 


The success is like in earlier 
Commodore times. The difference 
is that now a new management of 
competence is installed. Motivated 
people who love and know the 
Amiga are taking care of the 
business. 


Our strength is that we are a 
dynamic team. We react quickly to 
new situations. And we also learned 
from the mistakes Commodore 
made. 


Some people over here think that 
ESCOM AG acquired the 
intellectual property of Commodore 
just to build a few computers for the 
Christmas season and leave the 
market afterwards. Ladies and 
Gentlemen, that is neither my style, 
nor the kind of business I like to do. 
Amiga is a long term project, we 
want to re-establish a market and 
give the Amiga the position it 
deserves because we believe that 
our product is a good alternative to 
PC’s and Macs. 


Escom invested several times the 
amount of money that was spent for 
the takeover of Commodore. We 
want this investment to fructify in 
the future. 


The US market is very important for 
us. Ladies and Gentlemen, I want to 
make a commitment here: We do 
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not intend to concentrate our efforts 
only on Europe. Our location is in 
Bensheim. But our market is world- 
wide. The A4000T is the product 
that is wanted most in the USA. We 
are currently thinking of the 
possibilities that we could have to 
market the A1200 here too. 


The American market is not only 
important to us for selling hardware. 
There also is a great potential of 
development intelligence here. 
Newtek for instance is an important 
strategic partner for us. We want to 
support the Video Toaster and are 
currently negotiating with Newtek 
to build up a strong partnership and 
set up license agreements to get new 
products basing on the Video 
Toaster technology. 


Another partner for the American 
market is our new distributor SMG. 
SMG will take care of distribution 
and spare parts for the North- 
American market. SMG is well 
known and appreciated as a service 
provider for a long time. 


The Set-Top-Box is an important 
topic at Amiga Technologies. We 
have now finalised several 
agreements in the USA. I will 
mention our agreement with 
Viscorp that has just been finalised 
a few weeks ago. Omnibox in 
Connecticut is another company we 
are currently dealing with. Through 
Set-Top-Box systems, we are 
confident that the Amiga platform 
will enter into millions of 
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households. No other computer 
manufacturer is able to provide a 
system that multitasks with 2 
megabytes of memory. 


Our partnership with SCALA brings 
MM300 to the user out of the box. 
All Amiga models fitted with 
harddrives include that popular 
multimedia package. More than a 
partner, SCALA is also an 
important customer for Amiga 
Technologies. SCALA purchased 
1000 Amiga 4000 Towers to 
provide their customers with high- 
end multimedia systems. My 
understanding is that Newtek will 
be following with another 1000 
units for the Video Toaster market. 


The demand for the Amiga 4000 T 
is also very high in Europe. We 
know that the price tag has been set 
- quite high. This is due to the fact 
that the Amiga 4000 T is actually a 
new product for us. Setting up its 
production was an expensive task 
that needed the competencies and 
know-how of many people. My 
special thanks to Jeff Frank and 
Georges Robbins. The production 
costs are currently about 40% 
higher than in Commodore times. 


Actually, we planned to bring out 
the Amiga 4000 T before the Amiga 
1200, but the complexity of this 
product made it impossible to 
respect the schedules. But finally it 
is available, the first models came 
out of the lines this week. 


It was a great moment for us when 
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the first Amiga board was finished 
in our A1200 production facility in 
France. It happened on the 13th of 
September 1995. Here it is, just for 
your eyes. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, please be 
aware, the Amiga is the only 
computer which has a multitasking 
operating system that is not in alpha 
or beta stage. Of course, we look at 
our competitors. I recently went to a 
fair where a computer manufacturer 
proudly presented its new machines. 
I asked one of the guys at the booth 
to demonstrate me the multitasking 
abilities of his system and he replied 
"Please wait a few minutes sir, as 
soon as this disk formatting is 
completed, I will show you real 
multitasking....... "IT said: "No 
further questions." 


It is really encouraging to havea 
strong feature and to find out that 
some competitors don’t even know 
what it is. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, our strength, 
more than the hardware platform, is 
our Operating System. AmigaOS is 
excellent and will become even 
better. We have decided to port it to 
other platforms as soon as possible. 
Of course, we are also aware of the 
features that our system lacks. Long 
awaited features like memory 
protection, virtual memory and 
strong network abilities are on top 
of our to-do list. The next version of 
Amiga OS will hopefully include all 


these important things. 
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Please submit articles on disk in ASCII format (if possible) and post them to : 
Mike Williams 
32 Bulwarna St 
Shailer Park Qid 4128 
or upload to: 
The Cursor Editor 
ACUGQ BBS 
(07) 3300-6357 or (07) 3805-5928 


AMIGA PUBLIC DOMAIN DISKS 





Our extensive range of over 2000 Amiga P.D. disks is available at: 

1. Our Workshop Meeting 

2. Our Main Meeting 

3. By Mail 

4. On our two BBSs (a selection). 
Copying of P.D. disks by Club Members at our Workshops is free. 
Disks can be purchased at both of our Meetings for $2 each. 
Requests for disks by Mail should be directed to The Secretary, 
enclosing a cheque/money order payable to A.C.U.G.Q. 
Cost is $2 per disk plus $3 postage for each 6 disks or part thereof. 
P.D. Librarians are Ron and Warren Blake Phone (07) 3287-1790. 





MEMBERSHIP SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL FEES 
Ordinary Membership .........cccccscssseceeee $40 
Pensioner Membership...........cccccscscseeee $30 
Country Membership........ccccoccccccococssone PIO 
Library Administration Fee.........002000000910 


(Required for access to Commercial, 


Public Domain and Magazine Libraries) 
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Amiga Computer Users Group Qld. 
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Type of Computer (S) oo. cece eecccesseseseesvstieesevisssestesanesensuvesssnsesesiseessuseessuseessssceesseneseensnneseesee 
Primter Make/Model 2.0.00. cece cc ceccecccee eee ceeeeeeseeesneeeeneeeesesevvetinssnieennenesasenteeannseeveneeetiee 
Modem Makel Model &...--.......0.22..00:..0000.000...0ccccccecc cesses cess eeeseessseevsseeeveeeseceesessseeerensavesesssusaseveseveeeeneeessmeseseees 
OS | _ 


Computer Knowledge (Languages/Technical etc) : 


Pe eee reese eres eres ersc eres esse Fees sereseseseseersenrni se ett tt Oeereeeeeserseny 


Please find enclosed Cheque / Money Order for $ 
Payable to A.C.U.G.Q. Inc. 





PAR e etme creme mere reer e ears e esse sess eee sees s eee eeaeasseeeseseereaassneassaseeeseesssesesueserssasressesesenrs® 
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